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Usingthe family name for good,
RobertF.Kennedy Jr.critiques
Dubya's environmental record in
his Iatest book ByDarren D' Addario

R
obert F. Kennedy Jr. is very seri-
ous when it comes to protecting
America's ecosystems-and

his family's famous name. In August,
Kennedy, 50, a high-profile environ-
mental litigator and a professor at
Pace University's law school, pub-
lished Crimes Against Nature, a
scalding indictment of the current
Bush administration's dubious envi-
ronmental policy. In the broadside, he
not only takes Shrub and company to
task for allowing cronyism and cor-
porate greed to reduce the quality of
our air and water, but also criticizes a
culture that focuses more on celebrity
profiles than scientific facts (though
it seems unlikely that this scholarly
treatise about politics and pollution
would be landing on best-seller lists
without the author's celebrated sur-
name on the cover). Talking to TONY
via telephone from his office in
Westchester, Kennedy freely dis-
cussed environmental issues and the
presidential election, but wasn't quite
so forthcoming when the conversa-
tion turned to his family's complicated
public legacy.
Time Out New York:Inwhat major
ways have Bush's ecological
policies been lacking?
Robert F. Kennedy Jr: This is the
worst environmental administration
in American history. It's been a con-
certed three-and-a-half-year effort to
eviscerate environmental law. Most in-
sidiously, they put polluters and their
lobbyists in charge of the agencies that
are supposed to protect the American
people. President Clinton was prose-
cuting the worst of these polluters.
TONY: In all fairness, I don't
remember swimming in the East
River when Bill Clinton was
President, either. Can you give me
some concrete examples of how
Bush policy has diminished the
quality of life in New York?
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RFK: I'm telling you that New Yorkers
are being killed! One in four black chil-
dren in New York has asthma. The pri-
mary reason is the [nation's] 1,100
coal-burning power plants. This is an in-

dustry that has donated $100 million to
Bush since 2000.
TONY: What has the Bush

administration done to safeguard the
Indian Point Nuclear Power Plant?

RFK: Almost nothing. Nobody is
charged with protecting that plant
against terrorist attacks. The operator
has no duty to protect it, because of lob-
byists. The office of Homeland Security
has no armed forces and the Pentagon
hasn't allocated troops. There are also
hundreds of chemical plants across the
Hudson River that are unprotected.
TONY: In your book, you draw
a parallel between the rise of
Christian fundamentalism and
antienvironmentalism.
RFK:There's a connection there. In re-
sponse to Earth Day in the '70s, large in-
dustrial polluters began forming links
with right-wing Christian groups, par-
ticularly with [televangelist] Pat
Robertson and Rev. Sun Myung Moon.
TONY: But don't Christian
fundamentalists like to fish and
kayak, too?
RFK:[Long pause] Through pure dema-
goguery, people can be led to believe that
there's some greater threat to their cul-
tural assumptions.
TONY:When youruncle [JohnF.
Kennedy] ran for President in 1960,
peoplewere skeptical of him
because of hisCatholic faith. Should
we be more skeptical of how Bush's
faith has affected policy?
RFK: If you look at history, there are
parallels between [the U.S. today] and
the destruction of Islamic culture,
which during the Middle Ages was the
leader in math, architecture, poetry, sci-
ence and music. That culture was de-
stroyed by religious fundamentalism.

We're currently seeing the same attack

on American culture and values by
fundamentalism.

TONY: Do you know John Kerry well?
RFK: Yes, I see a lot of John. He's been a

champion on our issues. He has a 96 per-
cent [approval] rating from the League
of Conservation Voters. It's the best

record in the Senate.

TONY: Do you have a personal
anecc:lote about Kerry that would

paint a more complete portrait than
that we're getting from the media?
RFK: Well, last summer John and my

brother Max [Kennedy] windsurfed 48

miles over open water to Nantucket.

And you know, he didn't give a press
confer~nce at the end. He just did it for

fun. That's pretty admirable.
TONY: Uh. ..right. Who do you think
will win the election?

RFK:[Pause]Um... well.. .It'sunimagin-

able to me that anyone could vote for
George W Bush after the mess he's made

of our counh-y. But, um, I guess there are

a lot of Americans living in that non-

fact-based world. [Laughs]
TONY: How do you think California's

Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger has
performed in regard to the
environment?

RFK: I think he's surprised a lot of peo-

ple and done very well. He just passed

the nation's toughest automobile emis-
sions standards.

TONY: Yet Schwarzenegger is

supporting Bush's reelection.
RFK: Well, that's party politics.
TONY: Are you content to continue

with your present work, or do you
have aspirations to run for office?
RFK: I like what I'm doing, and if I feel

like I can be effective doing this, I'm

going to keep doing it.

TONY: If you did run for office, do
you think the Kennedy name would

be more of an asset or a liability at
this point?
RFK: An asset, of course. Because
there are millions of Americans for
whom my father and my uncle stand
for the best of democracy, justice and
hope in America. We can't advance
ourselves as a people by leaving our
poorer brothers and sisters behind or
by denying our responsibility to fu-
ture generations.
TONY:Do you think some Americans
grew weary of the Kennedypolitical
dynastybecauseof all of your
family's scandals?
RFK: [Angrily] I think there's a lot of
people who understand the battles my
family has fought for this country. You
know what, I'm not gonna talk about
this stuff. I don't talk about my family. I
think I'm done with this interview.
TONY: Maybe you could tell me why
you think America has become so
politicallypolarized?
RFK:[Longpause] The major problem
is the media isn't doing its job. Before
Ronald Reagan overturned the fair-
ness doctrine in 1987, you couldn't
have had a Rush Limbaugh or Fox
News. The domination of the media
by six large companies has turned the
news departments into corporate
profit centers. They're appealing to
the lowest common denominator with w

sex and celebrity gossip. They're giv- '3
ing us Kobe Bryant, Laci Peterson and ~
Michael Jackson, but news depart- ~
ments have a greater responsibility ~

than toentertain us. i
CrimesAgainst Nature ~
(HarperCollins,$21.95) is out now. ~


