
Connecticut Rule 5.5. Unauthorized Practice of Law 

(a)  A lawyer shall not practice law in a jurisdiction in violation of the regulation of the legal 

profession in that jurisdiction, or assist another in doing so. The practice of law in this 

jurisdiction is defined in Practice Book Section 2-44A. Conduct described in subsections 

(c) and (d) in another jurisdiction shall not be deemed the unauthorized practice of law 

for purposes of this subsection (a). 

(b)  A lawyer who is not admitted to practice in this jurisdiction, shall not: 

(1)  except as authorized by law, establish an office or other systematic and continuous 

presence in this jurisdiction for the practice of law; or 

(2)  hold out to the public or otherwise represent that the lawyer is admitted to practice 

law in this jurisdiction. 

(c)  A lawyer admitted in another United States jurisdiction which accords similar privileges 

to Connecticut lawyers in its jurisdiction, and provided that the lawyer is not disbarred or 

suspended from practice in any jurisdiction, may provide legal services on a temporary 

basis in this jurisdiction, that: 

(1)  are undertaken in association with a lawyer who is admitted to practice in this 

jurisdiction and who actively participates in the matter; 

(2)  are in or reasonably related to a pending or potential proceeding before a tribunal in 

this or another jurisdiction, if the lawyer, or a person the lawyer is assisting, is 

authorized by law or order to appear in such proceeding or reasonably expects to be 

so authorized; 

(3)  are in or reasonably related to a pending or potential mediation or other alternative 

dispute resolution proceeding in this or another jurisdiction, with respect to a matter 

that is substantially related to, or arises in, a jurisdiction in which the lawyer is 

admitted to practice and are not services for which the forum requires pro hac vice 

admission; or  

(4)  are not within subdivisions (c) (2) or (c) (3) and arise out of or are substantially 

related to the legal services provided to an existing client of the lawyer’s practice in a 

jurisdiction in which the lawyer is admitted to practice. 

(d)  A lawyer admitted to practice in another jurisdiction, and not disbarred or suspended 

from practice in any jurisdiction, may provide legal services in this jurisdiction that: 

(1)  the lawyer is authorized to provide pursuant to Practice Book Section 2-15A and the 

lawyer is an authorized house counsel as provided in that section; or  

(2)  the lawyer is authorized by federal or other law or rule to provide in this jurisdiction. 

(e)  A lawyer not admitted to practice in this jurisdiction and authorized by the provisions of 

this Rule to engage in providing legal services on a temporary basis in this jurisdiction is 



there by subject to the disciplinary rules of this jurisdiction with respect to the activities 

in this jurisdiction. 

(f)  A lawyer desirous of obtaining the privileges set forth in subsections (c) (3) or (4):  

(1) shall notify the statewide bar counsel as to each separate matter prior to any such 

representation in Connecticut,  

(2)  shall notify the statewide bar counsel upon termination of each such representation in 

Connecticut, and  

(3)  shall pay such fees as may be prescribed by the Judicial Branch. 


