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This free monthly wind news bulletin is produced and distributed by Pace Energy and Climate Center, in 
association with Citizens Campaign for the Environment and Alliance for Clean Energy New York, Inc. 

To subscribe or unsubscribe, email Todd Olinsky-Paul at tolinskypaul@law.pace.edu. 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wind Events & Actions 

9/7: Public Meeting – Parishville 
Parishville's Town Council and Planning Board will meet to discuss the town’s wind development 
law at the Parishville Town Hall.  See “Parishville Not Rushing to Complete Wind Laws,” below. 

9/8: Public Hearing – Orleans 
A public hearing is planned to discuss proposed amendments to the Town’s zoning laws regarding 
noise limitations, setbacks, and other regulations for wind turbine construction.  The hearing will be 
held at 8 p.m. in the Town Offices, at 20558 Sunrise Avenue.  See “Orleans Considers Strict 
Zoning Law,” below. 

10/26 – 10/28: Conference – Community Wind across America 
A conference on community wind and small wind for the Northeast region will be held on October 
26 through October 28 at the Desmond Hotel in Albany (660 Albany Shaker Road).  The 
conference will cover practical "how to" information, overviews on permitting, local, state and 
national policies, and options for financing for both community wind and small wind.  Exhibits will 
represent manufactures, installers, educators, community leaders, clean energy advocates, 
environmental groups, and other members of the community.  The conference will be presented by 
Windustry with support from the U.S. Department of Energy.  To register, please see 
www.Windustry.org. 

Local Developments 

Lake Ontario Region 

Clayton Adopts Stricter Wind Ordinance, Considers Noise Caps 

The Clayton Town Council is considering a stricter cap on wind turbine noise levels.  Currently, the 
town’s sound limit is set at 50 decibels for commercial wind turbines, but Clayton’s wind committee 
has recommended amending the law to establish a limit of five decibels above ambient noise 

http://www.windustry.org/
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levels.  The town has already strengthened its wind ordinance, increasing turbine setbacks to 
1,250 feet from the property lines of nonparticipating landowners, and adopting a requirement that 
wind developers reimburse residents who are unable to sell properties at their assessed value.  
The town is also requiring that 75 percent of each turbine and its components be manufactured in 
the United States, and that 75 percent of wind farm construction employees come from Jefferson, 
St. Lawrence and Lewis counties. Source: www.WatertownDailyTimes.com. 

 

Orleans Debates Stricter Turbine Law 

The Orleans Town Council is considering amendments to its zoning law that would establish large 
setbacks, turbine noise caps, and a property value guarantee for residents.  The town is 
considering setbacks of 3,000 feet, or 10 times the turbine rotor diameter (whichever is greater), 
from neighboring property lines, roads, the St. Lawrence River, neighboring town lines, state and 
federally regulated wetlands, and residential, historic, school and wildlife refuge areas.  The town is 
also considering setting noise emissions levels for both A-weighted (audible spectrum) and C-
weighted (low-frequency spectrum) decibel measurements, with separate daytime and nighttime 
limitations.  And the town is considering a provision that would require a property value guarantee 
for properties within two miles of a turbine. The property value guarantee would require an 
appraisal before turbine construction and at the time the property owner decides to sell, and would 
require the developer to pay the difference between an agreed upon asking price and final selling 
price.  The Town Council hopes to pass the zoning law before the end of the year.  These and 
other provisions of the proposed amendment will be discussed during a public hearing on 
September 8.  Source: www.WatertownDailyTimes.com. 

 

Lake Erie Region 

Six New Turbines Added To Steel Winds Project 

Six new turbines are to be added to the Steel Winds project at the former Bethlehem Steel 
property, a brownfield on the shores of Lake Erie.  These 2.5 MW turbines are expected to come 
online by 2012 and will join eight turbines that have been operating there since 2007.  Four of the 
new turbines will be located in the Town of Hamburg, and two will be sited in Lackawanna.  
Through payment-in-lieu-of-taxes (PILOT) agreements, the Town of Hamburg, the Frontier School 
District, and Erie County will share $100,000 per year over the next 15 years.  In addition, the City 
of Lackawanna, the Lackawanna School District, and the county will collectively receive an 
additional $50,000 per year.  The Steel Winds project is owned and operated by First Wind, and is 
the nation’s first urban wind farm.  Source: www.BuffaloNews.com. 

  

http://www.watertowndailytimes.com/
http://www.watertowndailytimes.com/
http://www.buffalonews.com/
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Finger Lakes Region 

Prattsburgh Extends Wind Moratorium  

The Prattsburgh Town Board has approved a six-month extension of the town’s moratorium on 
wind development projects to allow completion of its comprehensive plan.  Ecogen, a wind 
developer, has been waiting to go ahead with plans for a 16-turbine wind project in Prattsburgh; the 
town’s moratorium has been in place since March 2010.  Source: www.SteubenCourier.com. 

 

Southern Tier Region 

Orangeville Approves Revenue Plan With Developer 

The Orangeville Town Board has approved a host community agreement with Stony Creek Energy, 
a subsidiary of Invenergy, which will significantly increase town revenues.  Together, the host and 
payment-in-lieu-of-taxes (PILOT) agreements are expected to generate $667,000 per year for the 
Town over the next 20 years, with increases to reflect the rate of inflation.  Over two decades, the 
town is expected to receive more than $16 million.  The developer would also be responsible for 
road reconstruction and subsurface repairs worth $750,000.  And a total of $120,000 in PILOT 
payments would be shared between the Warsaw and Attica Central School Districts, and Wyoming 
County. The municipalities will only receive this income if Stony Creek’s proposed 59-turbine wind 
farm moves through development.  Source: www.TheDailyNewsOnline.com. 

 

Additional Turbines Planned For Howard 

Two additional turbines have been approved by the Howard Planning Board as part of Everpower’s 
wind project in the town.  The turbines are to be constructed on a property purchased by the 
developer along Spencer Hill Road.  Everpower expects to finish the project by September, and 
hopes to have all 27 turbines operational by December.  The project, which has already created 
over $20 million in new employment revenue, was to generate $8.5 million in payment-in-lieu-of-
taxes (PILOT) revenue over 20 years, to be divided between the Town of Howard, Steuben 
County, and the Canisteo Greenwood and Hornell City School Districts; however, the addition of 
two new turbines means the PILOT payments will also be increased.  Source: Hornell Evening 
Tribune (www.EveningTribune.com). 

 

Allegany Votes Yes On Turbines 

The Allegany Town Board has voted to allow a 29-turbine wind farm, proposed by EverPower Wind 
Holdings, Inc., to proceed.  The wind farm is planned for the Chipmonk and Knapp Creek areas.  
The vote was accompanied by protests from opponents of the planned development. 

  

http://www.steubencourier.com/
http://www.thedailynewsonline.com/
http://www.eveningtribune.com/
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Northern Tier Region 

Parishville Slows Wind Law Development 

After pushing to get a wind ordinance approved, Parishville officials now say they have plenty of 
time, and don’t want to rush important decisions.  The change of tone is due to recent discussions 
between the developer, Iberdrola Renewables, and representatives from the towns of Parishville 
and Hopkinton, during which Iberdrola indicated that any wind development remains years in the 
future (the company has not yet gotten wind data that would allow it to decide whether the site is 
viable for a wind farm).  As a result, Parishville has slowed efforts for completing its wind law.  A 
draft law is expected to be complete in two months.  Source: The Daily Courier-Observer 
(www.mpcourier.com). 

 

Hammond Mulls Modified Wind Law 

The St. Lawrence County Planning Board has approved Hammond’s proposed wind law, after 
making some modifications.  The modification causing the most discussion in the town is a change 
in the required setbacks from wetlands.  Hammond’s proposed law required setbacks of two times 
the turbine height from federal and state designated wetlands.  This is more restrictive than state 
laws, which require setbacks of 100 feet from state designated wetlands, and do not define 
setbacks for federal wetlands.  The problem with greater setback requirements, according to 
County Planner Jason Photenhauer, is that in St. Lawrence County, “you can't throw a stick without 
hitting a wetland.”  The final law approved by the county excluded the setbacks on federal 
wetlands, and included a recommended change of the setback from state wetlands to 100 feet, to 
match the state’s requirement.  The county also made minor changes to other provisions of the 
law.  The law will now be sent back to the Town, where the Town Board may vote to adopt it as 
modified by the county, or make changes to the county’s approved law, which would require the 
support of a supermajority of the Town Board.  Source: The Ogdensburg Journal (www.ogd.com). 

 

School To Generate Renewable Power 

The LaFargeville Central School District will be installing a wind turbine to power buildings used by 
grades Kindergarten through 12.  Construction of the 120-foot tall, 9 kW turbine is expected to be 
completed by the end of the summer.  This turbine, together with the school district’s recent solar 
installation, is expected to generate 4% of the school’s total energy costs.  Funds for the $110,000 
project have come from local taxes, the New York State Energy Research and Development 
Authority (NYSERDA), and state aid.  The wind turbine represents the latest in a number of 
investments in energy efficient projects by the school district, including the installation of a white 
roof and a LEED-certified gymnasium.  Source: www.BrightEnergy.org. 

  

http://www.mpcourier.com/
http://www.ogd.com/
http://www.brightenergy.org/
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Central Region 

Litchfield Law Would Prevent Commercial Wind Development 

Town officials are considering a wind law in Litchfield that would allow installations of wind turbines 
rated to produce 10 kilowatts of electricity or less, effectively prohibiting larger commercial wind 
farms.  The law, if adopted, would effectively block a proposed wind development being pursued by 
NorthWind and Power, an Albany-based wind developer that wants to build a 20 MW wind farm on 
Dry Hill in Litchfield.  The town has placed a moratorium on wind development until March 2012, or 
until it adopts comprehensive wind laws.  Concerns regarding potential impacts to property values, 
traffic and roads, ambient noise, historic homes, and viewsheds appear to be driving the proposed 
restriction.  The Town’s draft wind law can be accessed on the town’s website, 
www.TownOfLitchfield.com.  Source: The Observer-Dispatch (www.UticaOD.com). 

Resources 

New Study Finds Turbines Can Impact Property Values 

Researchers at Clarkson University have recently completed research on the effects of wind 
turbines on property values.  The researchers collected and analyzed information from 10,000 
properties in Clinton, Franklin, and Lewis counties between 2001 and 2009, and found that, 
contrary to the results of several previous studies, wind projects appear to have both negative as 
well as positive effects on real estate values.  According to Martin Heintzelman, property values 
seemed to decline in Clinton and Franklin counties due to proximity of wind turbines, but may have 
gone up slightly in Lewis County.  However, the data from Clinton and Franklin Counties includes 
very few post-operational sales (property sales made after the wind farm became operational), 
while the data from Lewis County is weighted toward post-operational sales; it is possible that the 
impact on property values in Clinton and Franklin counties could look different once post-
operational sales are included.  The study, titled “Values on the Wind: A Hedonic Analysis of Wind 
Power Facilities,” is slated for publication in the journal Land Economics.  Source: 
www.NorthCountryPublicRadio.org. 

 

Industry News 

 

Cuomo Approves Power Plant Siting Law 

On August 4, Governor Cuomo signed into law the Power New York Act of 2011.  Part of this new 
law, known as Article X, re-establishes a state-level “fast-track” power plant siting process that will 
apply to electricity generating facilities 25 MW and greater capacity, including proposed utility-scale 
wind farms.  These proposals will henceforth be reviewed and permitted by a state level siting 
commission consisting of state agency officials and two ad hoc members of the host community.  
The state-level review would replace the SEQRA process typically led by local municipalities.  The 
siting board could also overrule aspects of local zoning ordinances if it determined that they would 
place an unreasonable burden upon developers; and local municipalities are not allowed to impose 

http://www.townoflitchfield.com/
http://www.uticaod.com/
http://www.northcountrypublicradio.org/
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any additional requirements on applicants under the new law.   Project applicants would be 
required to contribute between $30,000 and $750,000 to an intervener fund that could be used by 
local municipalities to hire legal, environmental, or engineering specialists (but could not be used to 
fund litigation).  The new Article X requires the siting board to issue a decision within one year of 
receiving the completed application.  This change is intended to streamline the siting process for 
new power plants.  Source: www.LegislativeGazette.com. 

 

Lord & Taylor Powering With Wind 

Lord & Taylor recently signed a two-year contract with Green Mountain Energy, which will supply 
100% wind-generated electricity to two of its stores.  The contract for 13 million kWh of annual wind 
energy has helped land the department store on EPA’s Green Power Partnership’s list of Top 20 
retailers incorporating clean energy.  Source: www.CrainsNewYork.com. 

http://www.legislativegazette.com/
http://www.crainsnewyork.com/

