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This free monthly wind news bulletin is produced and distributed by Pace Energy and Climate Center, in 
association with Citizens Campaign for the Environment and Alliance for Clean Energy New York, Inc.   
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Wind Events & Actions 

2/24: Public Comment Deadline For St. Lawrence Wind Farm Extended To 2/24 

The deadline for public comments regarding three permits required for the St. Lawrence 
Wind Farm has been extended until February 24 because local public libraries received full 
application materials later than expected.  The wind farm is applying for an endangered and 
threatened species incidental take permit, a freshwater wetlands permit, and a Clean Water 
Act water quality certificate.  Copies of the complete application may be accessed at the 
Cape Vincent Public Library, the Lyme Free Library, DEC Region 6 Headquarters (317 
Washington Street, Watertown, NY), or online at www.stlawrencewind.com.  Comments 
must be submitted in writing no later than February 24, 2011, to:  Stephen M 
Tomasik, NYSDEC Headquarters, 625 Broadway, Albany, NY 12233.  Mr. Tomasik may be 
contacted by phone at (518) 402-9167, or by email at depprmt@gw.dec.state.ny.us.  
Source: WatertownDailyTimes.com. 

 

2/24: Clayton Planning Board Meeting 

The Town of Clayton Planning Board will meet February 24 to review the draft 
environmental impact statement for Iberdrola Renewables’ proposed Horse Creek Wind 
Farm.  The Planning Board will assign a lead agency, determine if the draft statement is 
complete, and decide whether the project requires a full environmental review under the 
state’s Environmental Quality Review Act (SEQR).  The meeting will take place at 7 p.m. at 
the Paynter Senior Center, 914 Strawberry Lane, Clayton.  Source: 
WatertownDailyTimes.com. 

 

2/28: Hammond Town Board Meeting 

The Hammond Town Board will continue discussion of the recommendations of the town’s 
Wind Committee during upcoming Town Board meetings, scheduled for February 28 and 
March 28.  The recommendations include noise standards, real property value guarantees, 
tower lighting, setbacks, decommissioning, wind related complaint resolution, and the 

http://www.stlawrencewind.com/
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possibility of creating a project oversight control board.  The Town Board meets at 7 p.m. in 
Hammond Town Hall.  Sources: The Journal (Ogdensburg) (www.ogd.com), 
WatertownDailyTimes.com. 

Local Developments 

Lake Ontario Region 

Niagara County Legislature Votes “No” On GLOW 

The Niagara County Legislature has passed a resolution opposing the New York Power 
Authority’s Great Lakes Offshore Wind (GLOW) project.  The GLOW project seeks to 
develop utility scale wind generation facilities in state waters of Lake Erie and/or Lake 
Ontario.  The County’s resolution opposes wind installations between Youngstown and 
Wilson on Lake Ontario.  NYPA has not disclosed which developers or potential locations 
are being considered for its GLOW project.  Source: BuffaloNews.com. 

 

Judge Dismisses Suit Against Cape Vincent Planning Board 

A New York State Supreme Court Judge has dismissed a suit against the Cape Vincent 
Town Planning Board, ruling that the board complied with state environmental review 
requirements for the proposed St. Lawrence Wind Farm Project.  In October, the Wind 
Power Ethics Group filed a petition against the Planning Board, claiming violations of the 
state’s Environmental Quality Review Act (SEQR) and conflict-of-interest laws.  In 
dismissing the case, the court ruled that the required SEQR review was properly 
completed, and that the fact that two planning board members had recused themselves 
negated the alleged conflict-of-interest violations.  The court also found that the Ethics 
Group lacked standing to bring suit.  The Ethics Group has stated that it plans to appeal.  
Source: WatertownDailyTimes.com. 

 

Lake Erie Region 

Cambria Board Reverses, Approves Winery’s Wind Turbine 

The Cambria Town Planning Board has reversed its previous denial of a vineyard owner’s 
application to install a 132-foot, 10 KW wind turbine, allowing the project to go forward.  
Last month, the owners of Arrowhead Spring Vineyards filed suit against the Planning 
Board after it denied their application.  The Planning Board interpreted a provision of the 
town’s wind ordinance as requiring wind energy to be used for agricultural purposes only.  
The board’s denial came after it learned that the applicant’s winery and home reside on a 
single parcel and operate through a single electric meter.  The board reversed its previous 
decision upon review of state rules that do not require separate meters for residences and 
farm operations.  With approval of the project, the law suit against Cambria has been 
withdrawn.  Source: BuffaloNews.com. 

http://www.ogd.com/
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Galloo Island Wind Project Seeks PPA From Reluctant NYPA 

The Galloo Island Wind Farm will need a power purchase agreement (PPA) to go forward, 
and the only entity available to make such an agreement is New York Power Authority, 
according to project developer Upstate NY Power Corp.  But following the Jefferson County 
Legislature’s recent vote to oppose NYPA’s Great Lakes Offshore Wind initiative (GLOW), 
NYPA has stated it will not buy any electricity from Jefferson County wind farms.  And a 
NYPA spokesperson has stated that the power authority is not in talks with Upstate Wind 
Power over any power purchase agreement.  There is a possibility that Upstate has 
submitted its project under the GLOW solicitation; but GLOW stipulates that turbines must 
be in water, and the island project would be land-based, a fact that seemingly disqualifies it.  
NYPA has not yet disclosed the identities of applicants under the GLOW RFP.  Source: 
WatertownDailyTimes.com. 

Southern Tier Region 

Sheldon Wind Farm To Sell Renewable Energy Credits 

The High Sheldon wind farm has entered into an agreement to sell Renewable Energy 
Credits (RECs) to the New York State Energy Research and Development Authority 
(NYSERDA) over the next 10 years.  Each credit denotes one MWh of renewable electricity 
fed into the electric grid.  RECs are sold to help meet the state’s Renewable Portfolio 
Standard (RPS), a program that seeks to increase the amount of electricity generated from 
renewable sources in the state.  Currently, the RPS program aims to obtain 30 percent of 
the state’s electricity from renewable sources by the year 2015.  Source: 
TheDailyNewsOnline.com. 

 

Litchfield Extends Wind Moratorium 

The Litchfield Town Board has voted to extend the town’s existing moratorium on wind 
projects until March, 2012.  The moratorium will allow time for the town to establish laws 
governing wind development.  There has been interest from at least one developer, North 
Wind and Power, in constructing eight to 12 turbines on Litchfield’s Dry Hill.  Source: The 
Observer-Dispatch (www.uticaOD.com). 
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Central Region 

Hardscrabble Wind Farm Begins Testing 

Hardscrabble Wind Farm has completed construction of its 37 2-MW turbines and has now 
moved to a commissioning and testing phase.  The wind farm is expected to be brought 
online for commercial operation in February.  Atlantic Wind, a subsidiary of Iberdrola 
Renewables, began construction last summer, installing turbines in the towns of Fairfield 
and Norway, and an interconnection facility in the town of Little Falls.  Construction was 
temporarily halted in November because 15 concrete tower foundations did not meet 
company standards, but these have now been modified, and the company states that they 
“meet and exceed strength criteria.”  The wind project employed roughly 200 people during 
construction and expects to employ 12 people during normal operations.  Source: 
HerkimerTelegram.com. 

Long Island 

Poquott Village Extends Moratorium On Small Wind Turbines 

The six-month ban on residential-scale wind and solar installations that was enacted in 
September by Poquott Village has been extended for another six months.  The Poquott 
Board of Trustees is awaiting guidelines from the Suffolk County Planning Commission to 
ensure that Poquott remains in compliance with county laws.  Source: 
ThreeVillage.Patch.com. 

Industry News 

Vestas Introduces New “Wind Made” Product Label  

The Global Wind Energy Council, the World Wildlife Fund, the LEGO Group, the United 
Nations Global Compact, PricewaterhouseCoopers, and Bloomberg have announced 
support for a new consumer label, initiated by Vestas Wind Systems, that is designed to 
identify products made with wind energy.  The “WindMade” label will be managed by a 
nonprofit company and will require certification for label users.  Supporters of the new label 
cite polls showing that consumers value products made using renewable energy, and are 
willing to pay a premium for them.  It is hoped that use of the WindMade label will 
strengthen the links between consumers and companies committed to clean energy.  The 
initiative will be presented in more detail at the World Economic Forum in Davos, 
Switzerland, on February 28, and a public consultation to develop the certification standard 
is planned for March.  Sources: The New York Times, North American Wind Power. 
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State Invests $250 Million In Renewable Energy, Reduces Uncertainty 

The New York State Energy and Research Authority (NYSERDA) has announced $250 
million for renewable energy development across New York State.  Eligible technologies 
include wind, hydroelectric, solar, biomass, and other renewable energy projects; awards 
are expected to be announced in April.  NYSERDA has also announced that it will publish a 
calendar of upcoming renewables solicitations, giving developers a degree of predictability 
they had not previously enjoyed, and reducing uncertainty for the future of renewable 
energy investment in the state.  The infusion of cash is expected to help reinvigorate wind 
energy development, which stalled recently due in part to lower demand, a sluggish 
economy, and reduced natural gas prices.  A schedule of future project solicitations may be 
found at www.NYSERDA.org.  Sources: TimesUnion.com, NorthCountryNow.com. 

 

New Wind Installations Down By 50% In 2010 

New U.S. wind energy installations fell from roughly 10,000 MW in 2009 to 5,115 MW in 
2010.  The drop in new wind projects may have been due in part to an uncertain policy 
environment for wind developers in 2010, as well as a poor economy.  Installations in 2011 
are expected to surpass 2010 numbers, as over 5,600 MW of wind is already under 
construction this year.  Total U.S. wind capacity stands at 40,180 MW, a number that fell 
behind China’s reported capacity of 41,800 MW for the first time in 2010.  Source: 
RenewablesBiz.com. 

 

Ontario Puts Great Lakes Wind Development On Hold 

The Ontario government, which has been aggressively installing renewable energy 
generation and closing coal plants, has cancelled a contract for an offshore wind farm in 
Lake Ontario, and put four other proposed offshore wind projects on hold.  The province 
announced that it will issue a moratorium on offshore wind development while seeking a 
better understanding of the potential impacts of wind energy installations in a freshwater 
environment.  The Great Lakes are considered an exceptionally good wind resource: A 
2010 report by the Conference Board of Canada found that Ontario could potentially 
develop 2,000 MW of offshore wind power over the next 15 years.  Source: 
SmartPlanet.com. 
 
Floating Offshore Wind Turbine To Be Tested 

The WindFloat project, led by WindPlus, will soon deploy a floating offshore wind turbine 
supplied by Vestas.  The 2 MW turbine will be mounted on a semi-submersible floating 
structure off the coast of Portugal.  The WindFloat structure features wave- and turbine-
induced motion dampeners, and is designed to allow the deployment of wind turbines in 
previously inaccessible deep waters.  The floating turbine will be tested for at least 12 
months.  Source: North American Windpower. 
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Federal Government Invests In Offshore Wind 

The U.S. Department of the Interior and Department of Energy have jointly announced 
$50.5 million in research and development funding to boost offshore wind development 
over the next five years.  The funds will be disbursed in a series of three solicitations.  In 
addition, potential offshore wind development sites on the Outer Continental Shelf will be 
identified; proposed development in these areas, which will be located off the shores of 
Delaware, Maryland, New Jersey and Virginia, will receive expedited environmental 
reviews.  Additional wind energy areas will be identified later this year offshore of the 
Northern and Southern Atlantic states.  Source: North American Windpower. 

Resources 

Columbia Law School Releases Draft Model Wind Ordinance 

The Center for Climate Change Law at Columbia Law School has published a draft model 
wind energy ordinance intended to serve as a template for municipalities in New York State 
wishing to update their zoning to better regulate proposed wind energy projects.  The 
model ordinance covers permits, approvals, oversight, and operations for commercial wind 
energy facilities.  The Center is soliciting comments on the draft ordinance, and plans to 
issue a revised version later this year.  For more information, go to 
http://www.law.columbia.edu/media_inquiries/news_events/2011/february2011/wind-
climatechangelaw.  Source: Columbia Center for Climate Change Law. 

 
  

U.S Fish And Wildlife Service Proposes New Guidelines For Wind Development 

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) has released two new draft documents 
containing guidelines for wind developers.  These guidelines are intended to help 
developers protect wildlife from the potential adverse impacts of wind energy development.  
One document, “Draft Land-Based Wind Energy Guidelines,” addresses wildlife impacts in 
general, while the other, “Draft Eagle Conservation Plan Guidance,” specifically addresses 
potential impacts to eagles.  The guidance documents, if adopted, would be voluntary.  The 
American Wind Energy Association has announced that it cannot support the new guidance 
documents, stating that they would result in unacceptable additional costs and delays for 
wind development projects.  The USFWS is accepting public comment on the draft 
documents.  For more information, visit the service’s website at 
http://www.fws.gov/windenergy/guidance.html.  Source: U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. 

 

New Polls Find Support For Wind And Other Renewables 

A recent Financial Times/Harris poll finds that 87% of adults in the U.S. support building 
more wind farms.  The same poll finds that 49% of U.S. respondents are willing to pay a 
premium of 5% for renewable energy, and 32% are willing to pay a premium in excess of 
5%.  Results were similar for other countries polled.  The poll concludes that there is strong 
support for renewable energy both in the U.S. and other countries, but less willingness to 
pay significantly more for it.  A similar poll by Pike Research finds that 75% of U.S. 

http://www.law.columbia.edu/media_inquiries/news_events/2011/february2011/wind-climatechangelaw
http://www.law.columbia.edu/media_inquiries/news_events/2011/february2011/wind-climatechangelaw
http://www.fws.gov/windenergy/guidance.html
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respondents have a favorable view of wind energy.  Sources: SmartPlanet.com, 
PRNewswire.com, North American Windpower. 
 

 

 


