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This free monthly wind news bulletin is produced and distributed by Pace Energy and Climate Center, in 
association with Citizens Campaign for the Environment and Alliance for Clean Energy New York, Inc.   
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Wind Events & Actions 

3/28: Town Board Meeting—Hammond  

The Hammond Town Board will discuss the final report of the town’s Wind Committee, 
including the committee’s recommended noise standards, real property value guarantees, 
tower lighting, setbacks, decommissioning, wind related complaint resolution, and the 
possibility of creating a project oversight control board.  Discussion of these elements of the 
town’s future wind ordinance continue despite project developer Iberdrola’s recent removal 
of the Stone Church Wind Farm proposal from the New York Independent System 
Operator’s interconnection queue (see “Hammond Project Pulled From NYISO Queue,” 
below).  The Town Board meets at 7 p.m. in Hammond Town Hall (17 N. Main Street).  
Sources: The Journal (Ogdensburg) (www.ogd.com), WatertownDailyTimes.com. 

 

3/29: Wind Information Forum—Cape Vincent 

The group Voters for Wind will host an informational forum on wind energy Tuesday, March 
29, from 7 to 9 p.m. at Cape Vincent Recreation Park.  The purpose of the forum is to 
education local residents on the benefits of wind power, and to allow them to talk with 
people who live in and near wind farms in other parts of the state.  Source: 
WatertownDailyTimes.com. 

 

4/13:  Public Hearing—Charlotte 

The Charlotte Town Board has announced a public hearing on a proposed zoning law 
amendment that would allow a local resident to install a small wind turbine to generate 
electricity for agricultural purposes.  The amendment was presented on March 9.  The 
town, acting as the lead agency in the SEQRA process, will determine whether there will 
be a negative or positive declaration of environmental impact; the public hearing will be 
held at the next town board meeting on April 13. 
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Local Developments 

Lake Ontario Region 

Hammond Project Pulled From NYISO Queue  

Iberdrola has pulled its Stone Church Wind Farm proposal from the New York Independent 
System Operator’s interconnection queue.  The company cited restrictive recommendations 
from the Hammond Wind Committee, currently being considered by the Town Board for 
inclusion in the town’s new wind law.  These recommendations include noise standards, 
real property value guarantees, tower lighting, setbacks, decommissioning, wind related 
complaint resolution, and the possibility of creating a project oversight control board.  The 
Town Board meets to consider the committee’s recommendations on March 28, at 7 p.m. 

The next step in the development process would have been a system reliability impact 
study, part of a larger interconnection study.  A feasibility study has already been 
completed; following the system reliability study, the company would have conducted a 
facilities study.  A company spokesman has stated that Iberdrola remains interested in 
developing a wind project in Hammond, and hopes to place the project back onto the 
NYISO queue at some future date. 

 

Galloo Island Project Denied PPA; Overhead Lines Again Considered 

The New York Power Authority has declined to offer a power purchase agreement to 
developers of the proposed Galloo Island Wind Farm.  If a power purchase agreement had 
been offered, required transmission lines would likely have been installed underwater.  But 
without a power purchase agreement, the developer of the 84 turbine, 264 MW wind farm is 
resorting to previous plans for overland transmission lines that would run through towns in 
Oswego County.  County legislators remain concerned over potential aesthetic and tourism 
impacts they believe may result.  Source: CNYcentral.com, ValleyNewsOnline.com. 

 

Revised Horse Creek Wind Farm Details Published 

A Freedom of Information Act request by a newspaper has resulted in publication of 
additional details of the revised Horse Creek Wind Farm proposal from Atlantic Wind LLC.  
Relative to the original project proposal, the new proposal reduces total production capacity 
from130 MW to 100 MW.  This is due to the elimination of 12 wind turbines, for a new total 
of 50; in addition, the originally proposed 2.1 MW turbines have been replaced by 2.0 MW 
turbines.  However, the smaller turbines will be roughly 50 to 70 feet taller than the 
originally proposed 407 foot turbines.  The developer has also changed the project area 
slightly, removing the town of Orleans from the proposal.  The remaining turbines are to be 
located in Depauville and Brownville.  The application also includes an operations and 
maintenance facility, gravel access roads, buried and overhead electrical lines, an electrical 
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substation, an interconnection switching station, and two permanent meteorological towers.   
Atlantic Winds LLC, a subsidiary of Iberdrola Renewables, hopes to begin construction in 
April, 2012 and complete the project by the end of that year.  Source: 
WatertownDailyTimes.com. 

 

BP Scales Down Cape Vincent Wind Farm  

A supplemental environmental impact statement (EIS) submitted by BP Alternative Energy 
in February calls for fewer turbines than originally proposed at the Cape Vincent Wind 
Farm.  The new supplemental EIS reduces the number of turbines from 140 to 84, and the 
total generating capacity from 210 MW to 134 MW.  The company has stated that the 
turbines need to be spaced farther apart in order to reduce expected turbine noise at 
neighboring homes.  The supplemental EIS also discusses expected impacts to soil, water, 
endangered species including Blanding’s turtle and the Indiana bat, and viewsheds; 
benefits from emission-free electricity; and details of a payment-in-lieu-of-taxes program 
(PILOT).  If the supplemental EIS is approved, a public comment period will follow.  The 
supplemental EIS can be viewed on BP Alternative Energy’s website and at the Cape 
Vincent and Lyme libraries.  Source: WatertownDailyTimes.com. 
 

Lake Erie Region 

Erie County Legislature Opposes Lake Wind 

The Erie County Legislature has voted to oppose construction of wind turbines in Lake Erie.  
Erie has become the seventh of nine lakefront counties to oppose shoreline wind farms in 
an attempt to dissuade the New York Power Authority (NYPA) from proceeding with its 
Great Lakes Offshore Wind project (GLOW).  Legislators said they feared potential 
negative impacts of a wind farm, including dislodging toxins in the lake bed, affecting 
shipping lanes, threatening wildlife with electrical shorts and harming sport fishing.  They 
also stated that the wind turbines would mar the natural beauty of the lake.  NYPA has 
stated that it will take the legislature’s opposition into account as it continues to gather 
public comments and consider potential locations for the shoreline project.  The threats 
cited by the legislator have not yet been studied and no specific project or location has yet 
been proposed for development.  Source: BuffaloNews.com. 

Southern Tier Region 

Cohocton Regulates Residential Wind Turbine Noise 

The Cohocton Town Board has adopted a law regulating decibel levels for residential wind 
turbines.  Maximum noise levels are restricted to 50 decibels at adjacent property lines, and 
to 45 decibels at the nearest dwellings. Currently, there are three residential wind turbines 
located in the town of Cohocton, each with noise levels close to 50 decibels.  The law also 
allows for the code enforcement officer to inspect new wind turbines during construction.  
Source: EveningTribune.com. 



4 
 
 

 

Allegany Board Declines To Increase Allowed Noise Levels 

The Allegany Town Board has rejected proposed changes to the town’s existing noise 
ordinance.  Currently, the ordinance allows for noise levels from wind turbines at 3 decibels 
above ambient noise levels, which are defined as 25 decibels.  The proposed change 
would have allowed for noise levels of 40 decibels, a change that would have allowed for 
expected noise levels from a wind farm proposed for the Chipmonk and Knapp Creek 
areas.  Source: OleanTimesHerald.com. 

Northern Tier Region 

Wind Farms May Impact Border Enforcement 

The question of whether wind turbines could interfere with boarder enforcement efforts has 
arisen in connection with the Department of Homeland Security’s consideration of 
deploying military radar installations along the New York-Canada border in an effort to track 
low-flying aircraft that may be used to smuggle illegal substances into the U.S.  Recent 
research from the Massachusetts Institute of Technology indicated that wind turbines can 
disrupt radar readings.  And the U.S. Defense Department has at times opposed the 
development of wind farms near military installations for this reason.  However, such 
conflicts have been resolved through adjustments to the computer software used for radar 
operation.  And studies indicate that newer, more sophisticated radar systems may be 
better able to screen out interference from wind turbines.  Source: 
WatertownDailyTimes.com. 

Finger Lakes Region 

Court Pushes Ecogen To Move Prattsburgh Project Ahead 

A March 7 State Supreme Court ruling requires Ecogen and the town of Prattsburgh to 
work out a road use agreement that will satisfy both parties; if they cannot, Supreme Court 
Judge John Ark has said he will determine the final agreement.  After the agreement has 
been made, Ecogen will have 168 days to make significant progress at its proposed wind 
farm site, which it has characterized as “shovel-ready.”  Judge Ark stated in his ruling that 
Ecogen has not yet done sufficient work at the site to have vested rights in the project; if 
sufficient work is not completed within the time allotted, the town could appeal and might be 
able to stop the project.  Ecogen and the town of Prattsburgh have been involved in 
litigation for over a year, beginning when a newly elected Town Board rescinded a road use 
agreement that the former Town Board had approved.  Source: EveningTribune.com. 
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Long Island 

Riverhead Residents Question Sewage Plant Turbine 

A 750 KW wind turbine proposed for the Riverhead sewer plant has raised concerns from 
residents, prompting officials to consider a second public meeting to discuss aspects of the 
proposed turbine.  According to a feasibility study, the turbine would cost the town $1.8 
million to construct, and generate an expected $5 million in energy savings over its 25-year 
life.  The maximum blade height would be 275 feet, noise from the turbine would be barely 
noticeable, and it would be invisible to most homes due to trees that screen the area.  The 
project would significantly reduce the cost of sewage plant operation; officials say the 
town’s initial investment would be paid back in 11 years.  However, residents have 
requested a second public meeting to discuss concerns about potential noise, visual 
impacts, and property value impacts.  Source: RiverheadNewsReview.TimesReview.com 

 

Industry News 

Small Offshore Wind Project In New Jersey Seeks ORECs 

Wind energy development company Fishermen’s Energy of New Jersey, LLC, has filed a 
petition with the New Jersey Board of Public Utilities seeking its approval of offshore 
renewable energy certificates (ORECs) to support a proposed 25 MW, six-turbine wind 
farm 2.8 miles off the coast of Atlantic City.  The 2010 New Jersey Offshore Wind 
Economic Development Act established the OREC program, which requires a percentage 
of electricity sold in New Jersey to come from offshore wind projects.  It also made financial 
assistance available to businesses supporting the development of qualified offshore wind 
projects.  A similar carve-out was created in New Jersey to support solar energy projects 
(SRECs).  Source: RenewablesBiz.com. 

 

Resources 

Offshore Wind Report Published 

The Maine Offshore Wind Report has been released by the University of Maine’s Advanced 
Structures and Composites Center and the DeepCWind Consortium.  The report, funded by 
the U.S. Department of Energy, examines deep water wind development issues including 
economics and policy, electrical grid integration, wind and wave, bathymetric, soil, 
and environmental research.  It also includes information on assembly and construction 
sites, and discusses critical issues for project development and permitting.  The report can 
be downloaded at: http://www.deepcwind.org/offshorewindreport.  Source: DeepCWind.org. 
 

http://www.deepcwind.org/offshorewindreport
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Wayne-Finger Lakes BOCES Offers Turbine Technician Program 

This spring, Wayne-Finger Lakes BOCES is offering the region's first NYSERDA-sponsored 
Wind Turbine Technician Program, a 750-hour certification program that will train and 
certify up to 20 students in commercial and residential wind turbine maintenance.  For more 
information, contact John Boronkay, director of Technical, Career and Continuing 
Education, at (315) 332-7317, or 1-800-527-1765.  Source: MPNnow.com. 

 


