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Wind Events & Actions 

6/8: Public Meeting—Parishville 

The Parishville Town Council will hold a meeting on Iberdrola Renewables’ proposed wind 
development project on Wednesday, June 8 at 7 p.m. at the Parishville Town Hall.  
Iberdrola plans to develop a 50-turbine wind farm on properties in Parishville and 
Hopkinton.  The Parishville Town Council and Planning Board are finalizing a draft wind 
ordinance that would regulate wind turbine construction.  Source: The Daily Courier-
Observer (www.mpcourier.com); NorthCountryNow.com. 

Local Developments 

Lake Ontario Region 

Hammond Debating Sound Standards And Setbacks 

The Hammond Town Council continues to debate the recommendations of the town’s wind 
advisory committee for updating its wind ordinance, and anticipates adopting a new 
ordinance sometime in the next month.  Recently, the council discussed simplifying a three-
tiered noise standard proposed by the advisory committee.  The committee had proposed 
three different noise standards, depending on the time of day (7 a.m. - 7 p.m., 7 p.m. - 10 
p.m., and 10 p.m. - 7 a.m.).  Town Council members are considering eliminating the 3-hour 
7 p.m. - 10 p.m. standard.  The council has also agreed to a required setback of 4.5 times 
the total turbine height, a significant increase from the current required setback of 1.5 times 
the turbine height or 500 feet, whichever is greater.  Source: The Journal – Ogdensburg 
(www.ogd.com); www.WatertownDailyTimes.com. 

WindTamer Turbine Selected By Ultralife, U.S. Army 

The WindTamer turbine has been selected for use by Ultralife Corp. in a 1 MW 
demonstration installation at its Newark, New York corporate campus.  The experimental 

http://www.mpcourier.com/
http://www.ogd.com/
http://www.watertowndailytimes.com/


2 
 
 

turbine will be paired with an advanced lithium ion battery system and a solar array to 
provide renewable generation and energy storage.  The system is being supported by New 
York Energy Research and Development Authority (NYSERDA).  WindTamer has also sold 
a 1 kW mobile turbine and energy storage system, mounted on a trailer, to the U.S. Army, 
which plans to use the mobile unit as a demonstration unit for charging communication 
equipment batteries, in place of the more traditional mobile diesel generator.  Sources: 
Renewgridmag.com, Pennenergy.com, Elp.com. 

Lake Erie Region 

Thruway Authority To Construct Turbines At Exits 

The New York State Thruway Authority has announced plans to construct the first of five 
wind turbines later this year near Thruway Exit 59 in Dunkirk.  Future turbines are planned 
in Ripley, Westfield, Silver Creek, and Angola.  The five turbines, planned as a pilot project, 
will be built on Thruway property.  They are expected to reduce electricity costs at the 
Thruway’s Buffalo Division by 20 to 25 percent.  Source: www.ObserverToday.com. 

Catskills Region 

Prototype Turbine To Be Dismantled At SCCC 

The experimental vertical-shaft turbine that was built in 2009 on the Sullivan County 
Community College campus is to be dismantled due to engineering problems that could not 
be overcome.  According to reports, the turbine did not generate enough electricity to 
satisfy Environmental Technologies LLC, the company that owned and operated it.  Had it 
worked as planned, it would have provided energy savings to the college and enhanced 
SCCC’s planned Wind Turbine Technology program and Green Building Maintenance and 
Management and Environmental Studies programs.  The SCCC administration has already 
started speaking to other companies in an effort to bring another turbine or turbines to 
campus.  Source: www.MidHudsonNews.com; HudsonValley.ynn.com. 

Southern Tier Region 

Orangeville Group Files Second Appeal 

The group Clear Skies Over Orangeville (CSOO) has filed a motion to reargue a case in 
which it alleged that the Town Board violated laws and acted unethically when it amended 
the town’s zoning laws.  Previously, a State Supreme Court judge ruled in favor of the 
Town Board, and this ruling was subsequently upheld by the Appellate Division.  Invenergy 
has proposed building the 59-turbine Stony Creek Wind Farm in Orangeville.  Source: 
www.TheDailyNewsOnline.com. 
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Vestal Adjourns Public Hearing 

The Vestal Town Board recently adjourned a public hearing on a proposed wind ordinance 
after some residents voiced concerns that the wording of the law was too ambiguous.  The 
hearing will be reconvened at a later date, after the town revisits the ordinance.  Source: 
www.PressConnects.com. 

Northern Tier Region 

Parishville To Consult Attorney On Proposed Ordinance 

The Parishville Town Council has agreed to consult an outside attorney regarding a 
proposed wind development ordinance drafted by Town Attorney Roger Linden.  The town 
will seek input on the draft law from Hodgson Russ LLP partner Daniel A. Spitzer, who 
provided similar consultation to the town of Malone.  The Council will also solicit more input 
from town residents at a second public hearing, to be held June 7 (see “Wind Events and 
Actions,” above).  Iberdrola Renewables has proposed a 50-tower project in Parishville and 
neighboring Hopkinton.  Source: Watertown Daily Times. 

Finger Lakes Region 

Howard Wind Farm Nearing Operation 

EverPower Renewables expects their 25-turbine wind farm in Howard to be operational by 
mid-October, according to a recent communication from the company to the town.  A 20-
year payment agreement is expected to generate $7.1 million for the Town of Howard, $2.3 
million for the county, and $4.4 million for the Canisteo-Greenwood Central and Hornell City 
School Districts, which will be divided according to final placement of the turbines.  Two 
additional turbines are proposed to be built on private land south of Spencer Hill and South 
Woods roads.  Source: www.EveningTribune.com. 

Perry’s New Wind Law Bans Large Turbines 

The Perry Town Board has unanimously approved a new wind law replacing the town’s 
previous law, which had been in effect since 2006.  The new law limits turbine capacity to 
110 KW, height to 125 feet, and noise to six decibels above nighttime ambient levels.  Non-
commercial turbine setbacks are two times the turbine height, while commercial turbines 
require 1,500 foot setbacks.  Shadow flicker is restricted to the turbine owner’s property.  
The town’s 12-month moratorium on wind energy development expires in June, but the new 
law effectively eliminates any possibility of utility scale wind development in the town.  
Horizon Wind Energy had proposed a wind farm in 2005, but the application was 
abandoned in 2009, and the Town Board voted a year ago to declare it null and void.  
Source: TheDailyNewsOnline.com. 

 

http://www.pressconnects.com/
http://www.eveningtribune.com/
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New York City Metropolitan Region 

Riverhead Town Reviewing Turbine Feasibility 

The New York Power Authority (NYPA) has found that the proposed 750 KW Riverhead 
sewer plant wind turbine may not be cost effective.  NYPA’s conclusion contradicts that of 
an earlier study by Neutral Group, which found that the project would generate $5 million in 
energy savings over 25 years.  According to NYPA’s review, the Neutral Group study 
overestimated benefits from the project, and underestimated the costs of development.  
Some of the differences between the two studies are a result of different assumptions; for 
example, projected benefits depend a great deal on the predicted future cost of electricity.  
Source: www.RiverheadNewsReview.com. 

Deepwater Wind Offers Lower Cost Power To LIPA  

Deepwater Wind has told the Long Island Power Authority (LIPA) that it would be able to 
sell electricity from a proposed wind project off of Rhode Island’s shore at a price per 
kilowatt hour in the low teens.  This price is cheaper than the 24.4 cents per kilowatt hour 
price that Rhode Islanders will be paying from a smaller Deepwater Wind project located off 
the shore of Block Island.  The price difference has been attributed to economies of scale 
that lower costs per kilowatt hour for the larger project.  LIPA is also considering a joint 
offshore project with Con Edison.  Source: www.LongIslandPress.com; The Providence 
Journal (www.projo.com). 

Fresh Kills Turbines Get Serious Look 

Staten Island Borough President James Molinaro has been pushing the idea of wind 
turbines on the capped Fresh Kills landfill for years.  Now, it appears that the mayor’s office 
and the city Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) are ready to move forward.  
DEP Commissioner Cas Holloway stated recently that the city intends to seek proposals for 
turbines on the landfill, and see what the wind industry comes up with.  The city is also 
exploring the potential for solar panels on the landfill.  Sources: NYDailyNews.com, New 
York Post. 

 

Industry News 

New York Close To Passing Remote Net Metering Law 

The New York State Senate and Assembly have voted to expand the current net metering 
law to include remote net metering for farm and non-residential customers using wind and 
solar generation technologies.  Remote net metering would allow production of renewable 
energy in an optimal location, while consumption could occur at a separate location, so 
long as the two locations are in the same load zone and serviced by the same electrical 
utility.  Currently, the State’s net metering law requires that production and consumption 

http://www.riverheadnewsreview.com/
http://www.longislandpress.com/
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occur on the same electric meter.  The remote net metering legislation will require 
Governor Cuomo’s signature in order to become law.  Source: WindPowerLaw.info. 

Cape Wind Loan Guarantee On Hold 

Cape Wind’s loan guarantee application has been placed on hold by the Department of 
Energy until the program gains additional resources.  Cape Wind has stated that it will 
continue to pursue the guarantee.  The proposed $2 billion, 468MW offshore wind project 
has received federal construction and operation permits, and construction is slated to begin 
as early as this year.  Source: www.WindPowerMonthly.com. 

First Wind Finds Partners 

Boston-based First Wind has entered into an agreement with Algonquin Power and Utilities 
Corp. of Canada, and Emera Inc. of Nova Scotia, to jointly own and operate First Wind’s 
projects in New York and New England.  First Wind will retain 51 percent of the company, 
while Algonquin and Emera will purchase 49 percent through a joint venture titled Northeast 
Wind.  State and federal approvals of the deal are expected to be secured by the end of 
this year.  First Wind has stated that the agreement will not affect the development or 
operation of its projects in New York, including Cohocton Wind and Steel Winds I in 
Lackawanna.  Source: www.EveningTribune.com. 

Resources 

NYSERDA Extends Small Wind Incentives  

The New York State Energy Research and Development Authority (NYSERDA) has 
extended its small wind development incentives for six months, and set aside an additional 
$1.4 million for wind projects.  Since October 2010, NYSERDA’s wind initiatives program 
has provided $3.6 million for 33 wind projects, located at residences, farms, schools, 
businesses and municipalities.  Collectively, these turbines are expected to generate more 
than 1.7 megawatt-hours annually.  NYSERDA’s program can provide approximately 30% 
of the costs associated with the purchase and installation of small wind turbines.  Incentives 
are provided for installations of up to 600 KW capacity, and applicants can receive up to 
$400,000 per site.  Source: www.TheDailyNewsOnline.com. 

http://www.windpowermonthly.com/
http://www.eveningtribune.com/
http://www.thedailynewsonline.com/

