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Wind Events & Actions 

8/8: Public Meeting—Parishville And Hopkinton 

The towns of Parishville and Hopkinton will hold a joint meeting with representatives from 
Iberdrola Renewables to discuss Iberdrola’s interest in wind development in the area.  The 
meeting will take place on Monday, August 8 at 7 p.m. at the Hopkinton Town Hall.  
Iberdrola has expressed interest in developing a 50-turbine wind farm on properties in 
Hopkinton.  Source: The Daily Courier-Observer (www.mpcourier.com). 

8/10: Town Council Meeting—Clayton 

The Clayton Town Council will consider a proposed amendment to its zoning ordinance.  
The amendment would change required setbacks for wind turbines.  The meeting will be 
held at 5 p.m. in the town office building (see story below).  Source: 
www.WatertownDailyTimes.com. 

 

Local Developments 

Lake Ontario Region 

Clayton Residents Request Stricter Sound Laws And Setbacks 

The Clayton Town Council is considering an amendment to its current zoning law 
governing wind development.  The amendment would increase required setbacks, currently 
500 feet from property lines and public highways and 1,250 feet from nonparticipating 
residences and buildings, to 1,250 feet from nonparticipating property lines.  As it stands, 
the amendment would not change the 50-decibel sound limit contained in the original 2007 
law; however, some residents have proposed adopting a relative restriction, which would 
limit turbine noise to five decibels above ambient sound.  New York State’s new Article X 
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law, which gives a statewide siting commission responsibility for permitting electricity 
generating facilities of 25 MW capacity and greater, was cited by the Clayton town 
supervisor as a reason for avoiding a relative sound restriction; the supervisor expressed 
concern that any aspect of the town’s ordinance that might be considered unreasonable 
could be overridden by the state siting commission, and said a more measureable and 
enforceable law, such as the 50-decibel limit, would be more likely to be deemed 
reasonable by the state.  The proposed amendment is being considered by the Jefferson 
County Planning Board.  Iberdrola Renewables has agreed to suspend the Planning 
Board’s review of the proposed Horse Creek Wind Farm’s draft environmental impact 
statement while the Town Board considers the zoning law amendment.  Source: 
www.WatertownDailyTimes.com. 

Developer Highlights Economic Benefits Of St. Lawrence Wind Project 

Acciona Energy, developer of the proposed St. Lawrence Wind Farm, has released a report 
estimating the economic benefits to the towns of Cape Vincent and Lyme and to Jefferson 
County, if the wind farm were built.  Acciona estimates that the 76.5 MW wind farm would 
generate $20 million in lease payments to participating landowners, $20 million in payment-
in-lieu-of-taxes (PILOT) payments for local jurisdictions, 150 temporary construction jobs, 
and six to 10 permanent jobs.  Acciona is expected to negotiate the $20 million PILOT 
payment with the Thousand Island Central School District, the Lyme Central School 
District, the towns of Cape Vincent and Lyme, and Jefferson County.  Acciona’s report was 
produced partly in response to a recent Cape Vincent Wind Economic Impact Committee 
report, which concluded that property values, the school district, and tourism would be 
negatively affected by the project.  The Town of Cape Vincent’s wind turbine economic 
impact report can be found online at: www.TownOfCapeVincent.com.  Acciona’s report can 
be found online at: www.StLawrenceWind.com.  Source: www.WatertownDailyTimes.com. 

Army Completes Assessment Of Wind Power At Fort Drum 

The Army has completed an environmental assessment as part of a process to determine 
whether to construct two small wind turbines at Wheeler-Sack Airfield at Fort Drum.  The 
two small, 5 KW turbines, which would stand less than 100 feet tall, would be installed as a 
test to determine whether wind power could be used to make the fort more energy efficient.  
One horizontal-axis and one vertical-axis turbine would be installed, and could be 
operational as early as this fall.  The turbines will not affect air traffic.  Impacts to birds and 
bats will be monitored.  Public comments will be accepted until August 1 and may be 
mailed to NEPA Coordinator, Public Works, 85 First St. W., Fort Drum, NY, 13602.  
Comments may also be emailed to drum.pwnepa@conus.army.mil.  Source: 
www.WatertownDailyTimes.com. 

Petition Filed In Hammond 

A group opposed to the proposed Hammond wind ordinance has filed a petition bearing 
197 signatures.  A spokesman for the group said the petition opposes proposed Local Law 
2 of 2011 in its entirety because it is “too strict” and would not allow wind energy 
development in the town.  The petitioners claim that the signatories collectively own nearly 
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15,000 acres, or the majority of privately-owned land in Hammond, and represent the 
majority opinion among residents.  The proposed ordinance is currently under review by the 
St. Lawrence County Planning Board; because only three of the town council members 
may vote on issues to do with wind energy development, and four votes are required to 
overturn a decision of the county planning board, any changes the county wishes to make 
to the proposed law will by default be accepted.  Source: The Journal (www.ogd.com).  

Southern Tier Region 

Orangeville Group Appeals To State’s Highest Court 

Clear Skies Over Orangeville (CSOO) has taken their case to New York State’s Court of 
Appeals, after losing several previous appeals.  CSOO originally filed suit in 2010, seeking 
to invalidate the town’s 2009 zoning law amendments by arguing that the Town Board 
violated laws and acted unethically when it adopted the amendments.  A State Supreme 
Court judge ruled in favor of the Town Board, and this ruling was subsequently upheld by 
the Appellate Division.  Most recently, two appeals to reargue the case were rejected by the 
State Supreme Court’s Appellate Division.  CSOO opposes Invenergy’s proposed 59-
turbine Stony Creek Wind Farm in Orangeville.  Source: www.TheDailyNewsOnline.com. 

 

Resources 

More Bats Proposed For Endangered List 

The eastern small-footed and northern long-eared bats may soon be added to the federal 
Endangered Species Act. The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service is reviewing the population 
levels of the bats; a decision is expected sometime in late summer.  There are already 12 
bat species on the federal endangered list, including the Indiana bat, the species most 
commonly found in Northern New York.  The decline in bat populations is being attributed 
to white nose syndrome, a fungus that has killed more than 1 million cave-hibernating bats 
in New York State since it was first discovered near Albany in 2006. Source: The Journal 
(www.ogd.com).  
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