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Wind Events & Actions 

11/30: Special Meeting—Prattsburgh Town Board 

The Prattsburgh Town Board will hold a special meeting at 7 p.m. to discuss the lawsuit 
pending between the town and wind energy developer Ecogen.  The town’s attorney will 
attend the meeting to discuss the cost and the status of the case.  The suit is before state 
Supreme Court Justice John Ark, who has urged the parties to reach an out-of-court 
settlement (see “Prattsburgh And Italy To Meet With Ecogen,” below).  Source:  
SteubenCourier.com 

 

12/6: Meeting—Hammond Wind Committee 

The Hammond Wind Committee will meet at 7 p.m. in the village community center, to 
discuss visual impacts and a proposed recommendation on noise limits.  Following the 
December 6 meeting, the committee is scheduled to meet again on December 20.  Source: 
The Journal. 

Local Developments 

Lake Erie Region 

Town of Sheldon Receives Third Wind Payment 

High Sheldon Wind Farm recently made its third annual payment, in the amount of 
$768,021, to the Town of Sheldon.  An agreement between the town and High Sheldon 
Wind Farm will spread host payments to the town over a 20-year period.  Payments will be 
used to help eliminate town property taxes.  The town will also receive a share of the 
project’s $185,000 Payment In Lieu of Taxes, which is to be divided between Sheldon, 
Wyoming County, and the Attica and Pioneer school districts.  The High Sheldon Wind 
Farm has been operational since 2009.  Source: TheDailyNewsOnline.com. 

Lake Ontario Region 

Cape Vincent Planning Board Sets Site Plan Criteria For St. Lawrence Project 
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Following Cape Vincent’s recent approval of the final environmental impact statement for 
the St. Lawrence Wind Farm project, the town Planning Board has adopted site plan criteria 
that the developer, Acciona Wind Energy USA, must meet.  The requirements include 
consent letters or memoranda of agreement from all participating landowners, and detailed 
drawings, including setbacks and project boundary maps.  Acciona and the town will need 
to develop a road use plan, a decommissioning plan, a dust control plan, and a controlled 
blast plan.  In addition, the complaint resolution plan will have to be finalized.  The 
developer will probably also need to conduct potable well studies and detailed geotechnical 
evaluations.  Acciona plans to submit the site plan application for its St. Lawrence Wind 
Farm project in early 2011.  Source: Watertown Daily Times. 

Galloo Island Developer Studies Underwater Transmission Route; Henderson 
Defeats Proposed Transmission Line Ban 

Galloo Island Wind Farm developer Upstate NY Power Corp. has temporarily suspended 
efforts to find an overland route for the transmission lines necessary to support the project, 
instead studying a possible underwater route.  The developer has stated, however, that to 
make an underwater route viable, the project would need a power purchase agreement in 
place, to ensure the sale of electricity from the turbines. 
 
The Henderson Town Council, meanwhile, narrowly defeated a proposal to ban 
construction of aboveground transmission lines in the town.  The resolution was meant to 
block any future effort by Upstate NY Power Corp. to run overhead transmission lines 
through Henderson to transmit electricity generated by the proposed Galloo Island project; 
it would also have prevented any other overhead lines being constructed in the town.  
Council members were unsure how effective the proposed ban would be, with some 
arguing that the Public Service Commission maintains authority over the location of 
transmission lines in the state.  The Council agreed to look into this question and continue 
discussion in future meetings.  Source: Watertown Daily Times. 
 

Henderson Bans Wind Development 

Henderson has become the first town in the state’s North Country to ban all wind turbine 
development, as well as wind measurement towers.  A vote on the ban was originally 
scheduled for October, but was postponed because of unclear language in the proposal.  
The corrected language was approved during the Town Council’s November 10 meeting.  
Council members have stated that the town might consider allowing private wind turbine 
construction in the future, but the current law bans both commercial and private wind 
development.  Sources: Watertown Daily Times; North Country Public Radio website. 

Jefferson County IDA Tax Policy Hearing Becomes Wind Energy Discussion 

A public hearing on the Jefferson County Industrial Development Agency's proposed 
update of its uniform tax exempt policy became a forum on wind energy, as eight of the ten 
members of the public who spoke at the hearing took the opportunity to air their views on 
wind development.  The uniform tax exempt policy, which hasn't been updated in more than 
five years, defines standard payment-in-lieu-of-tax (PILOT) agreements.  The proposed 
update includes renewable energy PILOTs of up to 20 years’ duration, based on fixed per 
megawatt payments, increasing each year, plus supplemental payments based on 
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electricity prices.  The proposed policy amendments would also give local taxing 
jurisdictions more power over PILOTs, and decrease the decision-making authority of the 
agency's board of directors.  Wind energy opponents objected to the proposed policy 
update, saying wind developers do not deserve generous tax incentives.  Source: 
Watertown Daily Times. 

Northern Tier Region 

Ornithologist Expresses Concerns Over Hammond Wind Turbines 

During the November 15 meeting of the Hammond Wind Committee, an Ithaca-based 
ornithologist told the committee that Iberdrola Renewables’ proposed wind project between 
Black Lake and the St. Lawrence River would be harmful to migratory birds, and 
recommended a three-year moratorium on wind development along the St. Lawrence 
River.  The ornithologist urged towns and developers to site wind turbines in locations that 
would minimize impacts to native bird species.  Ibderdrola Renewables has also studied 
the potential impacts of their proposed project on native bird and bat species; their report 
will become publicly available after it has been reviewed by the New York State 
Department of Environmental Conservation.  Sources: The Watertown Daily Times; The 
Journal. 

Morristown Wind Law Still Lacks Specifics 

In May, when the Morristown Wind Committee passed its proposed wind energy facilities 
law to the town board, the document lacked noise standards and setback distances; 
committee members said they felt unqualified to make these recommendations.  The town 
board then asked consulting firm LaBella Associates to look over the draft law.  Now, six 
months later, the consultant has returned the law once again to the Morristown Town 
Board--still with no noise standards or setbacks.  The consultant told the town that there 
are no uniform standards or computational models that would be appropriate for all towns, 
and said these portions of the law should be developed by the town to meet its unique 
needs, and based on the sensitivities of its residents.  According to Supervisor Frank 
Putman, the town will probably look at what other towns in the area are using for setbacks 
and noise standards, and adopt something similar.  Source: Daily Courier-Observer. 

Southern Tier Region 

Howard Wind Farm Going Forward, Developer Says 

EverPower Renewables is still planning to construct a 25-turbine wind farm along Turnpike 
Road and along the ridge above Stephens Creek and County Route 27 in Howard.  The 
Howard Wind project was scheduled to begin in April, but was delayed for economic 
reasons, including the fact that EverPower did not receive a contract from NYSERDA for 
Renewable Energy Credits (RECs) from the project.  However, the company says it is 
committed to the project and expects to receive a REC contract in the upcoming round of 
funding.  Construction is now expected to begin in the spring.  The project will have a 
significant economic impact on the region.  The county, towns, and school districts hosting 



4 
 

the wind farm have entered into a 20-year PILOT agreement worth nearly $14 million.  
Under the agreement, Howard would receive $7 million and Steuben County would receive 
$2.3 million.  The Canisteo-Greenwood school district would receive $4.1 million, and the 
Hornell school district would receive approximately $350,000.  Source: 
EveningTribune.com. 

 

Hartsville Approves Private Wind Turbine 

A resident of Hartsville has received a permit to construct a 1 KW wind turbine on his 
property.  The 97-foot tower will also contain four solar panels.  It must conform to 
Hartsville’s wind development laws, which were written with a commercial project in mind, 
and include a requirement for a 2,640 foot setback.  A commercial wind project previously 
proposed in Hartsville never proceeded due to the town’s wind law and the developer’s 
economic hurdles.  Source: EveningTribune.com. 

Central Region 

Construction Continues Following Foundation Testing At Hardscrabble Wind Farm 

Construction at the 37-turbine Hardscrabble Wind Farm in Fairfield and Norway was halted 
on November 12 after the concrete used in some of the turbines’ foundations was found not 
to meet the developer’s standards.  The pause in construction allowed the developer, 
Iberdrola Renewables, to conduct tests of the foundations; construction has now resumed 
on those turbines whose foundations have been tested and have met Iberdrola’s standards, 
but remains halted on turbines whose foundations have not yet passed the tests.  A New 
York State Public Service Commission spokesman has stated that wind turbine foundation 
problems are rare.  Source: LittleFallsTimes.com; UticaOD.com. 

Fingerlakes Region 

Prattsburgh And Italy To Meet With Ecogen 

Wind developer Ecogen will meet with the towns of Prattsburgh and Italy to seek a 
settlement in a long-running dispute that has halted plans to construct 34 turbines in the 
two towns.  Plans in Prattsburgh had been approved by the previous town council late in 
2009, but that approval was rescinded by the new town council early in 2010.  Ecogen filed 
suit against Prattsburgh, arguing that the council unlawfully overturned its previous action.  
Ecogen also brought suit against Italy when it denied necessary construction permits.  New 
York Supreme Court Justice John Ark has recommended that all three parties work out a 
solution before he publicly announces his decision.  A face-to-face meeting is being 
scheduled.  Source: SteubenCourier.com. 

Hudson Valley 



5 
 

Solar Powered Farm Adds Wind Turbine  

A NYSERDA grant has helped fund the installation of an 11 kW wind turbine at Buckwheat 
Bridge Angoras, a small, family owned and operated goat and sheep farm in the mid-
Hudson Valley.  With NYSERDA’s help, the farm had previously installed 84 10kW solar 
photovoltaic panels.  The panels were sized to meet the farm’s needs at the time, but as 
the farm expanded its production the panels were no longer sufficient.  The farm applied for 
a permit to install a residential scale windmill in 2006; four years later, the Gaia turbine, with 
its 100 foot tower, is now up and running.  The installation was delayed by permitting snags 
(the town law only allows 75-foot towers) and technical issues (Gaia turbines are intended 
to be connected to European “three phase” AC power, so a phase converter had to be 
installed).  The farm makes mohair and wool products in a renewable energy-powered mill.  
Source: Interstate Renewable Energy Council. 

Industry News 

Cape Wind Power Purchase Approved 

The Massachusetts Department of Public Utilities (DPU) has approved a 15-year power 
purchase agreement between Cape Wind and National Grid.  The contract states that 
National Grid will purchase half of Cape Wind’s electricity, as well as its capacity and 
renewable energy credits.  The DPU decision came after six months of review, including 13 
days of evidentiary hearings with testimony from 15 witnesses, 1,362 exhibits and nearly 
3,000 transcript pages.  The Cape Wind project is the first offshore wind project to win 
approval in the U.S.; it is expected to create more than 1,000 new jobs in manufacturing, 
staging, assembly, construction, and operations.  Source: Reuters. 

First Wind Pulls IPO 

First Wind Holdings Inc. was scheduled to make an initial public stock offering (IPO), but 
pulled the plug hours before the company’s stock was to begin trading on the NASDAQ 
stock exchange.  The company had initially planned to sell 12 million shares for $24 to $26 
each, but lowered the price range to $18 to $20 before cancelling the IPO altogether.  
Company officials said the current IPO market is poor in general, and the company felt the 
lower values at which shares would have been offered would not have been in the best 
interest of the company.  They did not rule out a future IPO, and stressed that the decision 
to remain a private company will have no impact on the operations of their wind farms, such 
as the one in Cohocton.  Source: EveningTribune.com. 

Resources 

Vermont Health Department Finds No Direct Health Effects From Wind Turbines 

A report released October 15, 2010 by the Vermont Department of Health (DOH) reviewed 
health effect findings from hundreds of wind turbine studies.  The DOH report, titled 
Potential Impact on the Public's Health from Sound Associated with Wind Turbine Facilities, 
found no direct health effects from sound produced from wind turbines.  However, the 
report does state that evidence suggests sleep disturbances may result from excessive 
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turbine sound at night.  To prevent sleep disturbance impacts, the DOH recommends that 
nighttime sound levels not exceed 40 decibels.  This finding is consistent with similar 
recommendations from the World Health Organization.  Source: Vermont Department of 
Health. 

Lakes Wind Permitting May Be Faster Than Ocean Wind Permitting 

A recent teleconference hosted by the American Council on Renewable Energy (ACORE) 
highlighted the differences between offshore wind development in the Great Lakes, and 
offshore wind development in the Atlantic.  Although there are some technical similarities, 
the regulatory regime is not the same.  Great Lakes wind development will be led by the 
Army Corps of Engineers, while development on the Atlantic continental shelf is controlled 
by the federal Minerals Management Service.  Because of these differences, lake projects 
are expected to move through the permitting and regulatory process more quickly than 
those sited in the Atlantic.  Powerpoint presentations from the webinar are available at 
http://65.181.148.190/renewableenergyinfo/teleconference/view-teleconference.php?id=83.  
Source: RenewablesBiz.com. 

Winds Slowing?  Maybe Not 

A study conducted by Nature Geoscience suggests that surface winds in the Northern 
Hemisphere have been slowing in recent decades.  The study reviewed wind data from 
more than 5,400 locations around the world and concludes that surface winds in the 
Northern Hemisphere decreased an average of 1.8 to 5.9 percent per decade over the past 
30 years.  However, Albany-based AWS Truepower has questioned the validity of these 
conclusions.  Based on its own review, AWS Truepower found that average wind speeds 
have neither decreased nor increased at a statistically significant level in most parts of the 
world.  Two other global wind analyses employing weather models also do not support the 
conclusions of the Nature Geoscience study.  Wind speed studies are difficult because 
changes in surface roughness around recording stations, which might be caused by tree 
growth, can influence surface wind readings over time.  Source: RenewablesBiz.com. 
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